








AYT of A - Are you Tired of Acronyms by Leslie Baxter

Are you tired of acronyms? In a world that has grown from a passage about || pages before, means “suggested
more technical and specialized, the proliferation of control measure.” (Well, the use of acronyms is at least
acronyms can impede understanding. Recently, one way to force judges to re-read passages
a judge on the court of appeals vented his (" Y\ from the brief.) It is all needlessly confusing.”
feelings about acronyms, and their tendency to
strip meaning from writings and speech. The judge goes on to list the common

acronyms only once in a footnote to the

In a published case dealing with air pollution opinion, so that on-line researchers will be
law, the judge offered that “it is possible to able to find the case by using common search
write an opinion in the area of air pollution terms. For example, NPCA — National Paint
control law without descending into an & Coatings Association, the plaintiff in this case,
alphabet soup of jargon-based acronyms is listed, and then called “the paint association”
familiar only to practitioners who live and, er, throughout the opinion. “Paint association”
breathe this area of the law.” is an accessible, understandable term, which

everybody can understand.

Consider, for example, this sentence,
committed on page 32 of the appellant’s The law can and should be accessible to all
opening brief: “In June 22, 2000, CARB people. Wouldn't it be grand if this judge’s lone
adopted an SCM for AIM coatings.” Huh? public stance against acronyms were the start of
Even if one can figure out that “CARB” a trend towards more open communcation of
means “California Air Resources Board” and meaning in the courts and the other branches
“AIM” means “architectural and industrial N~ /' of government? &
maintenance coatings,” one scurries around the
brief looking for the first use of “SCM,” which, one finds
Epicur'ean Delights by Ellen Solorzano
T TEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEET N - ~N
: GENERAL PURPOSE RUB I
I Here’s a good and easy recipe for a general \l
I purpose rub. User’s choice: White 1
: fish (tilapia, snapper, |
| General PUI"POSG Rub etc.) or Pork ( ChOPS, |
| tenderloin, etc.) \ < 1
: 1/2 tsp Ground Cumin 1
I Spread the rub onto the fish or pork. !
I 1/2 tsp Dried Oregano, crumbled 1
I Give it a good pat to make solid contact. !
1 /2 tsp Garlic Powder I
1 Place the meat onto a broiler rack. !
1 /4 tsp Salt !
I Pour 1/2 of the orange juice onto the meat. :
I 1/8 tsp Ground Black Pepper !
I Broil on high until ready to turn. The time depends upon the :
I 2 tbs Orange Juice; fresh is best item being cooked. Most fish needs about 3 to 4 minutes per :
I (about 1/2 of an orange) side; pork needs about 4 to 5 minutes per side. :
1
I Mix dry materials together in a small bowl. Turn and use the remaining orange juice on the 2nd side. :
: Divide up the orange juice. Broil until done. :
: Enjoy! :
A /
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Duty Calis . ..

Long-time Randick O’Dea & Tooliatos partner Nick Nick has been very committed to his Army Reserve
Tooliatos, also a Brigadier General in the U.S. Army duty, particularly since 9-11. “I think one of the things
Reserve, will be leaving February I, 2010 for a year of that may be hard for some of you to understand is the
active duty as the Deputy Commanding General of the Ist commitment we feel as Army Reserve Soldiers to our
Theater Sustainment Command at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. nation and the Army. As Soldiers -- we are guided by a
He will be the second in command thing we call “the Warrior Ethos” -- | will

of the senior U.S. forward-deployed
Sustainment Command Headquarters
supporting Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iraqgi Freedom.

Nick’s job will be to provide Joint
Logistics Command and Control of over
7,500 Soldiers and civilians in support of
a combined force of 250,000 troops in
the Sinai, Kuwait, Iraq, Afghanistan and
the Horn of Africa. He will assist the
Commander in maintaining an annual
operating budget of over $8 billion, and
provide accountability and readiness
of property and personnel across the
full spectrum of operations in the

always place the mission first. | will never
accept defeat. | will never quit. And |
will never leave a fallen comrade. Our
Soldiers’ Creed includes the sentence

-- “I stand ready to deploy, engage, and
destroy the enemies of the United States
of America ... “ | have been a part of
the Army team as a Reserve Officer now
for 30 years. | have sent thousands of
Soldiers on their second and third one-
year deployments -- and yet, collectively,
| have served less than one year on full-
time active duty since 2001.”

He knows that the next year will be
both challenging and rewarding for him
CENTCOM area of responsibility but that he may be making things a little

According to Nick, “among other more difficult for some of you. He asks
missions, we will have to bring 3.5 million that you continue to support the firm
pieces of equipment out of Iraq over the next year and to and he wants to assure you that he looks very forward to
resource the 30,000 Soldier surge into Afghanistan. Thisis | coming back and working with you, again, very soon.
a monumental and important effort and a critical dynamic
in our success in Afghanistan.”

An Advantage For Alameda County Businesses By Nancy Hargiss

The Small, Local and Emerging Business (SLEB) program businesses have equal opportunities in County contracting
is a race and gender neutral program designed to enhance and procurement activities. The program will provide
contracting and procurement opportunities for small and training and development opportunities to support
emerging businesses within Alameda County. Up to a 10% their growth and will provide accurate and accessible
bid preference on eligible contracts is given to small and information on available vendor/contract opportunities.
local, or emerging and local businesses. The County will ensure that the process is inclusive

A Local Business is defined as a business having a fixed for all residents, regardless of race, color, gender, age,
office with street address in Alameda County and having a religion, national origin, disability or any other factor
valid business license issued by the County or a City within | that is prohibited when making business decisions.The
Alameda County for at least six months. Local businesses SLEB program is administered by the Office of Contract
are eligible to receive a 5% bid evaluation preference. Compliance (OCC) located in the Auditor-Controller’s

A Small Business is a business which meets the U.S. Agency.

Federal Small Business Administration (SBA) size standards For more information, including how to register as an
for its classification. Certified small businesses are eligible Alameda County vendor can be found at:
to receive a 5% bid evaluation preference.

Emerging Businesses are those which meet one half www.co.alameda.ca.us/auditor/sleb/
the U.S. Federal Small Business Administration (SBA)
size standards for its classification. Certified emerging The certification application package is available at:
businesses are eligible to receive a 5% bid evaluation
preference.A certified emerging business may qualify as an www.acgov.org/auditor/sleb/certhtm &
emerging business for a maximum of 5 years.

The program was developed to promote and foster
inclusiveness, diversity and economic development, and
to provide ongoing evaluation to ensure that all local
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GOing Places by Brian O’Dea

One of the highlights of travel for me is the unexpected. The
barriers of air travel, language and foreign currency result in some
truly bizarre occurrences.

While | enjoy chronicling these, my wife Anne’s increasing
expertise in travel has reduced these previously :
frequent adventures to the almost non-
existent. She has honed the art of travel to
a well-oiled, flawless machine. She arranges
via the internet (being younger than me she
knows how to use it) all transportation: air
and ground, rail and auto, ship and ferry. We
arrive at each destination with confirmed
reservations, whether a remote apartment,
central hotel or hidden boutiquey (travel word)
inn. Our clothes shopping is done months in
advance, and we are totally packed a fortnight before departure.
Our pockets are stuffed with the local currency and our travel
reading is arranged consistent with the Dewey Decimal System.

Last October we returned to Italy destined to make Rick
Steeves look like an amateur. Our destinations were Rome and
the Amalfi Coast. What possibly could go wrong?

In Rome, we rented an out of the way apartment in the
Trastevere (across the river) district. We had prebooked tours
of everything historical. Again, flawless.

Phase two of our trip was the Amalifi Coast. Our plan was to
travel by train to Milan and there be met by a driver to take us to

one of those charming hotels overlooking the sea. Then disaster
struck.

While sitting in our reserved seats, first one then a second
young lady approached us and said we were in their seats. A very
nice conductor intervened and told them that we were, indeed,
in the correct seats. About 20 minutes later the ticket taker
came along, looked at our tickets and informed us that they were
for tomorrow.

You remember the well-oiled machine?
Leaving the apartment a day earlier is the
equivalent of putting sugar in a gas tank. Not
only did we lose a day’s rent in Rome but
! staggering repercussions followed. We were
“ticketless” on the train and had to buy two
more ducats (no refunds for the tickets we
had). Remember the driver who was meeting
us in Milan? That is tomorrow. The cozy
seaside hotel — also tomorrow. The looks of
the displaced passengers — priceless. | asked the very serious
and polite ticket taker if he knew what “stupido” means — he and
most of the car laughed heartily.

The magic of a few hundred cellular telephone calls
eventually resolved the situation and we lived happily ever after.
An extra day in Amalfi is, in fact, a great result.

In the spirit of full disclosure, while my wife is travel agent
supreme, my sole job is to keep track of the date and day of
the week. Anne began speaking to me again shortly after
Thanksgiving. %
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